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and weak as he was, he fell Into a furious temper
with Cromwell for having let him in for such a
botheration as this unsuitable marriage. Mean-
while the Howards, the heads of the older
nobility and close connections by marriage of
Henry's, were working ceaselessly against Crom-
well's power, as was Henry's brother-in-law,
Seymour, the uncle of the little boy who would
be the King's heir.
What with Henry's raging bad temper at
having been bamboozled into the Anne of Cleves
marriage, what with his irritation in feeling that
Cromwell acted as though he were supreme in
the State, and what with the Howards and the
Seymours pushing the King on, the determination
was taken to get rid of Cromwell at last, and in
the early summer of 1540, when he was a man
of well over fifty and at the height of his power
and wealth, he was suddenly arrested at the
Council board.
He was condemned to death by attainder
without trial and made the few days between
the condemnation and his death both pitiable
and memorable by the imploring letters which he
wrote the King begging and even screaming for
life. He ended one of them with the famous cry,
" Mercy! Mercy! Mercy!" He fawned and
cringed, using the most extraordinary phrases.